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Maricopa County Board of Supervisors Appoints Don Calender 
Justice of the Peace for Kyrene Justice Court in West Tempe 

 
The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors voted to appoint Don Calender Justice of 
the Peace for the Kyrene Justice Court in West Tempe.  Calender replaces Victor M. 
“Mike” Wilkins, who retired.  Calender moved from his position as Constable for the 
Kyrene Justice Court in order to accept the Justice of the Peace appointment.  The 
Supervisors accepted the resignations of both Calender and Wilkins before voting to 
appoint Calender.  Wilkins’s retirement became effective February 28th and 
Calender’s appointment became effective March 1st.   
 
Supervisor Fulton Brock, District 1, says, “I recommended to my colleagues on the 
Board that we appoint Don Calender in part because of his years of service with the 
Tempe Police, with ASU Public Safety and with Maricopa County, where he has 
served as a constable for five years.  To serve as the Justice of the Peace is a natural 
progression from being the Constable.” 
 
Calender would like to see the expansion of the Teen Court system into the Tempe 
West/ Kyrene Court. Also, he would like to see the court host a community forum, so 
he could hear what the community wants and expects from him.  He also plans to make 
himself available for speaking engagements to educate the community about the court 
and it’s programs.   

“I know how important the Justice Courts are to our community,” says Calender.  “I am 
committed to the principles of fairness, access, and equity and will run my court to 
assure Justice is served.  I look forward to the challenge.” 

Regarding retiring Judge Mike Wilkins, Calender says, “He is one of the most honorable 
men I know.”   
 
Judge Wilkins was elected to the Bench in 1998 and reelected in 2002.  He has served as 
the Associate Presiding Judge in 2002 and held other offices in the Maricopa County 
Justice of the Peace Association.  Prior to his election as the Justice of the Peace he 
served with the Tempe Police Department for 17 years and he was Chief of Police for 
Lake Havasu City, AZ for 13 years.  He plans to spend a lot of time with his eight 
grandchildren and traveling.   
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Hon. Don Calender received an Associates Arts Degree in the Administration of 
Justice from Mesa Community College in 1976.  He received a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Business Administration from the University of Phoenix in 1996.  He is currently 
studying for his Master’s Degree in Public Administration. 
  
He is a member of the Fraternal Organization of Police (local and state associations), 
and a member of the Arizona Constable’s State Association, where he serves as Vice 
President (2004 – 2006).  Hon. Calender has been a board member of the Casa Fiesta 
Homeowner’s Association for the past seven years.  He is a member of the City of 
Tempe Neighborhood Advisory Commission and a member of the City of Tempe 
Rental Housing Task Force Commission 

 


